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Appendix A - Local Mitigation Plan Review Tool 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2026 Update) 

This appendix documents how the plan addresses each element of the FEMA Local Mitigation Plan Review 
Tool (2025 Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide, FP-206-21-0002, effective April 11, 2025). It serves as the 
crosswalk between the FEMA requirements and the location of the corresponding content in the plan. 

Status key: Met = requirement satisfied; Pending = to be completed at adoption; Partial = present, minor strengthening noted. 

Element Requirement (44 CFR 
201.6) Status Where addressed in the 

plan 

A1 

Documentation of the 
planning process and 
participants, per 
jurisdiction 

Met Section 1: Planning 
Process; committee roster 

A2 

Opportunity for 
neighboring communities, 
agencies, business, 
academia, non-profits 

Met 
Section 1: Neighboring 
Community Involvement; 
Appendix B (B-6) 

A3 
Public involvement during 
drafting and before 
approval 

Pending 

Section 1: Continuing 
Public Participation; 
Appendix B (public 
documentation) 

A4 
Review and incorporation 
of existing plans, studies, 
and technical information 

Met 
Section 1: technical 
documents and data-
source list 

B1 
Type, location, extent, 
previous occurrences, and 
probability of all hazards 

Met 
Section 3: hazard profiles 
(nine hazards, A-G 
structure) 

B2 
Vulnerability summary 
and impacts; NFIP 
repetitive-loss structures 

Met 

Section 3: per-jurisdiction 
vulnerability; Section 2: 
Social Vulnerability; 
quantified floodplain 
exposure 

C1 
Existing authorities, 
policies, programs, and 
ability to improve 

Met 
Section 2: Capabilities 
Assessment (with 
improvement narrative) 

C2 
NFIP participation and 
continued compliance, 
per jurisdiction 

Met 

Section 2: NFIP 
Participation, CID table, 
continued-compliance 
statement 

C3 Goals to reduce long-term 
vulnerability Met Section 1 and Section 4: 

goals 

C4 

Comprehensive range of 
actions per jurisdiction 
(new and existing 
buildings) 

Met 
Section 4: mitigation 
action matrix; Action 
Coverage cross-check 
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C5 

Action plan with 
prioritization, cost-benefit 
review, and 
implementation 

Met Section 4: Considerations 
and Prioritization; matrix 

D1 
Continued public 
participation in 
maintenance 

Met 
Section 1: Continuing 
Public Participation 
(standing mechanism) 

D2 
Method and schedule to 
keep the plan current 
(five-year cycle) 

Met Section 1: Monitoring, 
Evaluating, and Updating 

D3 
Process to integrate the 
plan into other planning 
mechanisms 

Met 
Section 1: Planning 
Mechanisms (per-
participant integration) 

E1 Revised to reflect changes 
in development Met Section 1: Overall Update 

- Changes in Development 

E2 
Revised to reflect changes 
in priorities and progress 
in mitigation efforts 

Met Section 4: Status of 
Previous Actions table 

F2 
Multi-jurisdictional 
adoption by each 
governing body 

Pending 
Section 5: Plan Adoption; 
sample resolution; 
adoption record 

Element G 
High Hazard Potential 
Dams (HHPD1 through 
HHPD4) 

Met 

Section 3: Dam and Levee 
Failure - High Hazard 
Potential Dams (Element 
G) 

 

Notes. The two Pending items (A3 and F2) are completed with county records at adoption: A3 through the 
public-participation documentation compiled in Appendix B, and F2 through the signed adoption resolutions 
in Section 5. All substantive planning, risk assessment, mitigation strategy, and dam and levee elements are 
Met in the current draft. 
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Appendix B - Public Involvement Documentation 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2026 Update) 

This appendix documents the public and stakeholder involvement in the Howard County Hazard Mitigation 
Plan update, satisfying FEMA Plan Review Tool elements A2 (opportunity for neighboring communities, 
agencies, businesses, academia, and non-profits) and A3 (public involvement during drafting and before 
approval). 

Because Howard County is a small, rural planning area, involvement was conducted primarily through direct 
coordination led by the county Office of Emergency Management rather than large group meetings. 
Coordination took place through numerous phone calls and emails, individual (one-on-one) meetings 
between the Office of Emergency Management and each participating jurisdiction and school district, a 
working meeting with the Office of Emergency Management for input and review, a community survey (eight 
responses), and a formal 30-day public comment period. Participation is reported here honestly. 

Items still marked [VERIFY] are completed by the Office of Emergency Management with the supporting records (dated notice, 
survey summary, and final comment-period results) at or before submission. 

B-1. Public Notices and Announcements 

Public notice of the draft plan and the 30-day public review was advertised for the planning area and posted 
online. A copy of the published notice is attached once advertised. 

Notice / Announcement Where posted or published Date 

Notice of 30-day public review and 
comment period for the draft plan 

Local newspaper (Nashville News-
Leader / Southwest Arkansas News) 
and online at 
southwestar.org/hazards 

September 25, 2026 

Notice posted at county and 
municipal offices 

Howard County Courthouse and 
participating city and town halls September 25, 2026 

 

[Placeholder: attach a copy (image or PDF) of the published notice once advertised.] 

B-2. Community Survey 

A community hazard mitigation survey was distributed by QR code and online link to gather residents' input 
on local hazards and mitigation priorities. 

• Distribution method and locations: QR code posted at public locations in the planning area; online link at 
southwestar.org/hazards. 

• Survey open dates: responses were received between August 1 and August 31, 2026 Number of 
responses received: 8. 

• Respondents' communities: Nashville, Dierks, Mineral Springs, Umpire, and the unincorporated county, 
including a business owner and the local chamber of commerce director. 

What we heard. The responses confirmed the hazards and priorities already identified in the plan. Winter 
weather, thunderstorms, drought, flooding, and tornado were the hazards residents most commonly 
reported experiencing and prioritizing, and wildfire and dam failure were also named. Respondents identified 
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specific public buildings they consider most at risk, including the Howard County Courthouse, the City-County 
Building, City Hall, the Sheriff's Office, the Nashville and Dierks water treatment plants, Howard Memorial 
Hospital, the Nashville library and fire station, and the Umpire School buildings. They named specific flooding 
locations, several of which corroborate the plan's flood-road findings: Pinkerton Road, Caney Creek, Oak Hill, 
Tollett Road, the Keith Road and Gillham Lake Road bridges, Mine Creek, Mount Pleasant Drive, Main Street, 
East Shepherd Street, Arkansas Avenue, Center Road, and rural county roads generally. Respondents also 
raised three concerns beyond the profiled natural hazards: the risk of collapse or fire at the vacant former 
Husqvarna industrial plant, a cyber attack on the fiber network, and the difficulty of reaching residents 
without internet or cell service during an emergency. This input confirmed the plan's hazard identification 
and its per-jurisdiction flood findings and reinforced the warning, communication, and safe-room priorities in 
the mitigation strategy. 

The completed survey responses are on file with the Office of Emergency Management. 

B-3. Online Outreach 

The draft plan and the community survey were made available online at southwestar.org/hazards, and the 
survey was distributed by QR code and online link. Formal social-media campaigns were not used; public 
outreach was conducted through the posted notices, the online survey, and the advertised public review 
period. 

B-4. Planning Coordination with Jurisdictions 

In place of large group meetings, the Office of Emergency Management coordinated individually with each 
participating jurisdiction and school district by phone, email, and one-on-one meetings, and held a working 
meeting with the planning team for input and review. Each jurisdiction and school district documented its 
participation by completing a Community or School District Capabilities Questionnaire, which captured its 
capabilities, its critical facilities, and the specific roads and facilities that flood. These completed 
questionnaires are the participation record for the one-on-one coordination; because the coordination was 
conducted individually rather than in a group setting, no group-meeting sign-in sheets exist. The completed 
questionnaires are on file with the Office of Emergency Management. 

Participant Coordination method Capabilities 
questionnaire completed Completed by 

Howard County Phone, email, one-on-one, 
and OEM review meeting Multiple dates OEM Coordinator Roddy 

Smith Jr. 

City of Nashville Phone, email, one-on-one August 18, 2026 Mayor Larry Dunaway 

City of Dierks Phone, email, one-on-one July 22, 2026 Mayor Ronnie Cogburn 

City of Mineral Springs Phone, email, one-on-one August 4, 2026 Mayor Vera Marks 

Town of Tollette Phone, email, one-on-one August 5, 2026 Mayor Brenda Kay Porter 

Nashville School District Phone, email, one-on-one July 21, 2026 Superintendent Doug 
Graham 

Dierks School District Phone, email, one-on-one August 12, 2026 Superintendent Grover 
Hill 

Mineral Springs School 
District Phone, email, one-on-one July 28, 2026 Superintendent Jondavid 

Amerson 
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Umpire School District Phone, email, one-on-one June 18, 2026 Superintendent Mary 
Lowrey, Ed.D. 

 

B-5. Public Comment Period and Responses 

• The draft plan is posted for a 30-day public review and comment period, open September 25, 2026 
through October 25, 2026. 

• Locations where the draft is available: the Nashville, Dierks, Mineral Springs, and Tollette city and town 
halls; the Howard County Courthouse; the Nashville public library; and online at 
southwestar.org/hazards. 

• Comments received during the review period: [VERIFY - to be completed at the close of the review 
period; enter the number, or "none received"]. 

• How comments were addressed: [to be completed at the close of the review period - summarize each 
comment and the resulting change, or state that no comments were received]. 

B-6. Neighboring Community and Stakeholder Involvement (Element A2) 

Neighboring counties and regional, private, healthcare, and academic stakeholders were given the 
opportunity to participate. Each was notified of the draft plan and the public review period and invited to 
review and comment. 

Stakeholder Type How involved Timing 

Adjacent counties (Polk, 
Montgomery, Pike, 
Hempstead, Little River, 
Sevier) 

Neighboring jurisdictions 
Notified of the public 
review and invited to 
comment 

30-day review period 

Southwest Arkansas 
Planning and 
Development District 

Regional agency Plan authorship and CEDS 
coordination Ongoing 

Major employers (Tyson 
Foods, Pilgrim's Pride, 
Weyerhaeuser, 
CertainTeed) 

Private sector 
Invited to review the draft 
through the public review 
process 

30-day review period 

Howard Memorial 
Hospital Healthcare 

Invited to review the draft 
through the public review 
process 

30-day review period 

University of Arkansas 
Cossatot 

Academia (community 
college) 

Invited to review the draft 
through the public review 
process 

30-day review period 
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Appendix C - Flood Hazard Maps 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2025 Update) 

Overview

This appendix presents the flood hazard mapping for Howard County. The mapping is drawn from the FEMA 
National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) and the effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), countywide digital 
FIRM database 05061C, effective December 3, 2010. The county and the participating municipalities of 
Nashville, Dierks, and Mineral Springs use these maps as the regulatory maps of record for the National Flood 
Insurance Program; the Town of Tollette does not currently participate in the NFIP. 

Data limitations. Flood Insurance Rate Maps identify Special Flood Hazard Areas based on the study data 
available when the maps were prepared. Many of the county's small creeks, low-water crossings, and 
rural drainages are unstudied or shown only as approximate Zone A with no Base Flood Elevation. Areas 
mapped outside the regulatory floodplain can and do flood, particularly from flash flooding and from 
the regulated releases of the Gillham and Dierks USACE projects. These maps should be used together 
with local knowledge of where flooding actually occurs, and updated Base Level Engineering data should 
be incorporated as it becomes available.

Special Flood Hazard Areas - Countywide 

The map below shows the effective Special Flood Hazard Area (the 1 percent annual chance floodplain) for 
Howard County, combining Zone AE (detailed, with Base Flood Elevations) and Zone A (approximate), drawn 
from the NFHL vector data and overlaid on the jurisdictions, fire stations, and key critical facilities. 
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Countywide Special Flood Hazard Area, Howard County (FEMA NFHL, effective FIRM 05061C, December 3, 2010). Zone AE and Zone A 
follow the Cossatot, Saline, and Little Missouri corridors and the creeks through Nashville, Dierks, and Mineral Springs. Red squares 

mark critical facilities within the mapped floodplain.

Floodplain Exposure by Jurisdiction

The following table quantifies each jurisdiction's exposure, calculated by intersecting the NFHL Special Flood 
Hazard Area with the jurisdiction boundaries.

Jurisdiction Land area (sq mi)
Share in floodplain 
(SFHA)

Share in detailed AE zone

Dierks 1.8 20.8% 10.0%

Nashville 4.7 18.0% 2.3%
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Mineral Springs 2.0 6.2% 0.4%

Tollette 1.0 None mapped None 

Unincorporated Howard 
County

585.7 14.2% 3.8%

Source: FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer, Zones A and AE, effective Howard County FIRM (DFIRM 05061C, December 3, 2010).

Effective FIRM Panels

The effective countywide FIRM panels for Howard County (DFIRM 05061C, effective December 3, 2010) 
follow this cover page. The FIRM index and the panels covering each incorporated jurisdiction (Nashville, 
Dierks, Mineral Springs, and Tollette) are included; the complete panel set is maintained by the Howard 
County Floodplain Administrator and is available through the FEMA Map Service Center at msc.fema.gov. 

Note: the flood-zone overview and the per-jurisdiction exposure analysis above are derived from the NFHL vector data. The 
scanned FIRM panels that follow are the official regulatory map images. 

































































Appendix D 

Vulnerable Housing Maps 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2025 Update. This appendix presents the 
structure-level vulnerable-housing analysis summarized in Section 2. The maps are built from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers National Structure Inventory (NSI 2022), the 2018-2022 American Community Survey, the 
effective Howard County FIRM (DFIRM 05061C), and the FHWA National Bridge Inventory (2024). Each 
residential structure is tagged to its jurisdiction using the effective FIRM political boundaries and flagged for 
manufactured housing (NSI type RES2), low structure value, location in the Special Flood Hazard Area, and 
elderly nighttime occupancy. These maps support the per-jurisdiction vulnerability narratives in Section 3 and 
the manufactured-home, flood, and bridge mitigation actions in Section 4. 

  



Figure D-1. County Vulnerable-Housing Composite 

 

Manufactured homes (orange), residences in the Special Flood Hazard Area (blue), and structures that are both (red). 
Manufactured housing concentrates in Mineral Springs, Dierks, and the rural county; flood-exposed residences cluster along 

Mine Creek at Nashville and the Saline River at Dierks. 

  



Figure D-2. Vulnerable Housing by Jurisdiction (City Panels) 

 

Nashville, Dierks, Mineral Springs, and Tollette. Mineral Springs and Dierks are dense with manufactured homes; Nashville 
exposure is flood-prone residences along Mine Creek plus older stock; Tollette is small and manufactured-heavy with no in-town 

SFHA. 

  



Figure D-3. Housing Age (Pre-1970 Concentration) 

 

Figure D-3 shows the share of housing units built before 1970 in each Howard County census tract (U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey 2018-2022, Table B25034). Older housing concentrates in the Nashville tract (9503), where about 
45 percent of units predate 1970, versus roughly 19 to 22 percent in the rural tracts. This older masonry and frame stock is the 

housing most susceptible to damage from ground shaking in a felt earthquake, which is why the earthquake and older-structure 
vulnerability narratives treat Nashville differently from the manufactured-home towns. (Note: the USACE NSI year-built field is a 

modeled placeholder and is not used here.) 

  



Figure D-4. Bridges Over Water and Deficient Structures 

 

All 116 inventoried bridges in Howard County cross water. Red triangles mark the four poor-condition bridges (two on US 278 
over the Cossatot River and Baker Creek); orange circles mark the four scour-critical structures. Source: FHWA National Bridge 

Inventory 2024. 
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Appendix E - Previous Event Data and National Risk Index Tables 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2026 Update) 

This appendix collects the underlying event and risk data that supports the hazard profiles in Section 3. It is 
provided so that a reviewer can trace each profile back to its source records. Three data sets are included: 
the county's federal disaster declaration history, the NOAA Storm Events record, and the FEMA National Risk 
Index Expected Annual Loss estimates. 

E-1. Federal Disaster Declarations Affecting Howard County 

Howard County has been included in 22 federal declarations (15 Major Disaster declarations and 7 
Emergency declarations) since 1968. Severe storms, flooding, tornadoes, and winter (ice) storms dominate 
the record. 

Source: OpenFEMA Disaster Declarations Summaries (v2), accessed June 2026. IA = Individual Assistance; PA = Public Assistance; 
HM = Hazard Mitigation funding. 

Declaration Type Date Incident Title IA PA HM 

DR-239 DR 1968-05-29 Tornado 

Tornadoes, 
Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

Yes Yes No 

DR-254 DR 1969-02-15 Flood 
Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

Yes Yes No 

DR-321 DR 1972-01-27 Flood 
Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

No Yes No 

DR-375 DR 1973-04-27 Flood 
Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

Yes Yes No 

DR-574 DR 1979-04-11 Tornado Tornado Yes No No 

EM-3085 EM 1982-04-23 Tornado 
Severe 
Storms and 
Tornadoes 

Yes No No 

DR-688 DR 1983-08-01 Flood 
Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

No Yes No 

EM-3159 EM 2000-12-28 Ice Storm 
Severe 
Winter Ice 
Storm 

No Yes No 

DR-1354 DR 2000-12-29 Ice Storm 
Severe 
Winter Ice 
Storm 

Yes Yes No 

DR-1528 DR 2004-06-30 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms and 
Flooding 

No Yes Yes 

EM-3215 EM 2005-09-02 Hurricane 
Hurricane 
Katrina 
Evacuation 

No Yes No 
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DR-1751 DR 2008-03-26 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms, 
Tornadoes, 
and Flooding 

No Yes Yes 

DR-1804 DR 2008-10-22 Severe 
Storm 

Tropical 
Storm Ike No Yes Yes 

DR-1834 DR 2009-04-27 Tornado 
Severe 
Storms and 
Tornadoes 

No Yes No 

DR-1845 DR 2009-06-16 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms, 
Tornadoes, 
and Flooding 

No Yes Yes 

DR-1975 DR 2011-05-02 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms, 
Tornadoes, 
and 
Associated 
Flooding 

No Yes Yes 

DR-4226 DR 2015-06-26 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms, 
Tornadoes, 
Straight-Line 
Winds, and 
Flooding 

Yes Yes Yes 

EM-3461 EM 2020-03-13 Biological COVID-19 No Yes No 

DR-4518 DR 2020-04-03 Biological COVID-19 
Pandemic Yes Yes Yes 

EM-3541 EM 2020-08-27 Hurricane Hurricane 
Laura No Yes No 

EM-3627 EM 2025-04-05 Severe 
Storm 

Severe 
Storms, 
Tornadoes, 
and Flooding 

No Yes No 

EM-3636 EM 2026-01-24 Winter 
Storm 

Severe 
Winter 
Storm 

No Yes No 

 

E-2. NOAA Storm Events Summary (2000-2026) 

The NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information Storm Events Database records 493 total event 
entries for Howard County over 2000-2026. Note that the winter property-damage total is dominated by the 
December 2000 ice storm, which was recorded as a large county-zone regional estimate. 

Source: NOAA NCEI Storm Events Database (storm_data_search_results Howard.csv), 2000-2026, pulled June 2026. 

Hazard Events Deaths Injuries Property Damage Crop Damage 
Tornado 12 2 9 $4,385,000 $0 
Flood (riverine) 3 0 0 $0 $0 
Flash Flood 37 0 0 $250,000 $0 
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Thunderstorm 
Wind 134 0 0 $1,952,000 $0 

Hail 124 0 0 $0 $0 
Winter Weather 43 0 0 $40,202,000 $300,000 
Cold 7 0 0 $250,000 $0 
Heat 75 0 0 $0 $0 
Drought 44 0 0 $0 $0 
Wildfire 3 0 1 $50,000 $0 
Tropical 1 0 0 $300,000 $0 
Funnel Cloud 3 0 0 $0 $0 
Freezing Fog 1 0 2 $15,000 $0 
Heavy Rain 6 0 0 $0 $0 
 

E-3. Notable Recorded Events 

Tornadoes (the county's only recorded natural-hazard fatalities): 

Date Location Rating Deaths / Injuries Property Damage 

2015-05-10 Nashville EF2 2 / 8 $1,500,000 

2009-04-09 Dierks EF3 0 / 0 $1,500,000 

2009-04-09 Center Point EF2 0 / 1 $500,000 

2010-04-30 Dierks EF2 0 / 0 $200,000 

2022-11-04 Center Point EF2 0 / 0 $200,000 

2008-03-03 Schaal EF0 0 / 0 $200,000 
 

Flooding. The most significant recent flood was the July 16, 2019 flash flood (remnants of Tropical Storm 
Barry), when a National Weather Service observer at Dierks recorded 16.17 inches of rain, setting the 
Arkansas 24-hour rainfall record; 30 to 40 structures flooded in Howard County, including the Sheriff's Office 
and the Nashville Police Station, and the Howard County Jail was evacuated (NCEI Storm Events event 
833027). The largest recorded flash-flood property loss was at Nashville on July 27, 2006 ($250,000). 

E-4. FEMA National Risk Index - Expected Annual Loss by Hazard 

The FEMA National Risk Index models the average expected annual loss to buildings, population, and 
agriculture. Howard County's overall Expected Annual Loss rating is Very Low (reflecting its small building 
stock), while its Social Vulnerability is rated Very High and its Community Resilience Very Low. 

Source: FEMA National Risk Index, version 1.20 (December 2025), county query for FIPS 05061, accessed June 2026. County 
building value about $3.66 billion; agriculture value about $337 million. 

Hazard Expected Annual Loss 
($/yr) EAL Rating Annualized Frequency 

Riverine / Inland Flooding $4,452,548 Relatively Low 0.93 

Ice Storm $2,263,058 Very High 0.57 
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Tornado $898,403 Relatively Low 0.33 

Hail $603,133 Relatively Low 4.78 

Strong Wind $371,783 Relatively Low 3.69 

Heat Wave $368,853 Relatively Low 17.50 

Earthquake $346,791 Relatively Low (regional NMSZ scenario) 

Cold Wave $202,492 Relatively Low 1.00 

Lightning $185,333 Relatively Low 65.00 

Hurricane $92,261 Very Low 0.01 

Winter Weather $41,798 Relatively Low 4.74 

Wildfire $22,687 Very Low (not modeled by 
frequency) 

Drought $0 No modeled loss 25.90 

All hazards (composite) $9,850,214 Very Low - 
 

Note: NRI underrepresents agricultural drought and wildfire loss; those hazards are supplemented in Section 3 with USDA and 
Arkansas Forestry Division data. The earthquake figure reflects the regional New Madrid Seismic Zone scenario rather than local 
seismicity. 
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Appendix F - Data Sources and References 

Howard County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2026 Update) 

This appendix lists the primary data sources, technical documents, and references used to prepare the plan. 
It documents how the risk assessment (Section 3), the capability assessment (Section 2), and the mitigation 
strategy (Section 4) were supported by current, authoritative data, and it satisfies the requirement to review 
and incorporate existing plans, studies, reports, and technical information. 

F-1. Federal Data Sources 

• FEMA, National Risk Index (NRI), version 1.20 (December 2025). County Expected Annual Loss, Social 
Vulnerability, and Community Resilience ratings; used for the hazard prioritization and the loss estimate 
(Element F). See Appendix E-4. 

• FEMA, National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) and effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps, Howard County 
digital FIRM 05061C, effective December 3, 2010. Used for the Special Flood Hazard Area exposure 
analysis, the flood-zone maps (Appendix C), and the critical-facility flood screen. 

• FEMA, OpenFEMA Disaster Declarations Summaries (v2). Federal declaration history (Appendix E-1). 
• FEMA, OpenFEMA FIMA NFIP Redacted Claims. National Flood Insurance Program claims history 

(Section 2 NFIP). 
• FEMA, Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide (FP-206-21-0002, effective April 11, 2025) and Local 

Mitigation Plan Review Tool. The compliance standard for this plan (Appendix A). 
• NOAA, National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) Storm Events Database (2000-2026). 

Recorded hazard events, damages, and casualties (Appendix E-2 and E-3). 
• NOAA / National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service and Storm Prediction 

Center. River-gauge flood thresholds and severe-weather climatology. 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Inventory of Dams (record updated 2026) and USACE Little Rock 

District dam-safety records. High Hazard Potential Dam profiles and Element G. 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Structure Inventory (NSI 2022). Structure-level vulnerable-

housing analysis (Section 2 and Appendix D). 
• U.S. Geological Survey, Earthquake Hazards Program earthquake catalog and 2014 National Seismic 

Hazard Model. Earthquake profile. 
• U.S. Geological Survey / InFRM, Estimated Base Flood Elevation Viewer and Base Level Engineering 

data. Referenced for the riverine flood-data deficiency. 
• CDC / ATSDR, Social Vulnerability Index 2022 (census-tract level). Social vulnerability and vulnerable-

populations analysis (Section 2). 
• USDA Forest Service, Wildfire Risk to Communities (version 2, 2026). Wildfire likelihood, risk to homes, 

and exposure analysis. 
• U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census and 2018-2022 American Community Survey. Population, 

housing, and demographic data. 
• Federal Highway Administration, National Bridge Inventory (2024). Bridge condition and scour-critical 

screening (Section 3 flooding). 

F-2. State Data Sources 
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• Arkansas State Hazard Mitigation Plan (2023), approved by FEMA September 6, 2023, and maintained 
by the Arkansas Division of Emergency Management (ADEM). Used for state-plan coordination (44 CFR 
201.6(c)(4)). 

• Arkansas GIS Office, fire districts and fire stations feature services (gis.arkansas.gov). Fire Protection 
section and fire-district map. 

• Arkansas Natural Resources Division, Dam Safety Program. Dam condition and regulatory status. 
• Arkansas Department of Agriculture, Forestry Division, Fires by County. Wildfire previous-occurrence 

data. 
• Arkansas Division of Emergency Management, Local Emergency Management Coordinator directory. 

Office of Emergency Management contact. 
• Arkansas Department of Education, District Superintendent Contact List (FY26). School-district 

participants. 

F-3. Local and Planning Sources 

• Howard County Hazard Mitigation Plan (prior edition) and the county Emergency Operations Plan. 
• Howard County Office of Emergency Management. Critical-infrastructure locations, local event 

descriptions, per-jurisdiction flooding roads and facilities, and the completed community and school 
capability questionnaires (2026). 

• Participating jurisdictions and school districts. Community Capabilities Questionnaires and School 
District Capabilities Questionnaires completed 2026 (Section 2). 

• Southwest Arkansas Planning and Development District, Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS). 

• Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program (SCIPP), Simple Planning Tool for Climate Hazards, version 
2.0. Hazard descriptions and climatology figures. 

F-4. How These Sources Were Incorporated 

Each source above was reviewed by the planning committee and applied to a specific part of the plan: the 
federal and state hazard data set the hazard identification, extent, and probability in Section 3; the NRI and 
NOAA damage records set the loss estimate; the NFHL, NSI, SVI, and Census data set the vulnerability 
analysis; the capability questionnaires and the prior plan set the capability assessment and the status of 
previous actions; and the FEMA policy guide and the Arkansas State Hazard Mitigation Plan set the 
compliance framework and confirmed consistency with statewide mitigation direction. Where a source was 
current only through an earlier year (for example, the Arkansas Forestry Division wildfire data through 2019), 
that limitation is stated in the relevant profile as a data deficiency. 


